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A Level student guide

Is this the right subject for me? 

If you enjoy meeting and talking to people from other countries, finding out about their cultures and learning how language works, then studying a language A level is an excellent choice for you! 

Why should I study a language? 

Learning languages encourages you to: 

· meet people from different countries and find out more about them 

· learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, be confident about speaking in public, use problem-solving strategies and write coherently 

· develop critical thinking, creativity and independence 

· add an international dimension to your choice of A level subjects, which is something many employers and higher education providers want 

· have greater opportunities to work and/or study abroad, or work for companies in the UK with international links 

· discuss interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak the language 

· learn more about countries where the language is spoken, and the people who speak it 

· read books and watch films in their original language 

· spend time abroad (e.g. at university or on a work placement). 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 

If you already have knowledge of a variety of topics, and can express your opinions, you are ready to build on this at A level, though you can also start from scratch. You will learn about different aspects of the target language culture, literature and/or film, and be able to use more complex grammar and more vocabulary. This enables you to really develop an understanding of the language, the countries where it is spoken and the people who speak it. 

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 

· People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. Success at a language A level means you will: 

· add an extra international dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress people who read your CV 

· be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links 

· be able to work or study in a German-speaking country in later life 

· progress to study a degree in German, or German and another subject, to further your knowledge of the language and culture 

· find it easier to learn other languages later if you want to 

· add a useful skill if your main subjects are not languages: languages support careers in a range of areas including management, business, science and tourism. 

What will I learn? 

A language A level helps you to explore a wide range of topics, which will add to your understanding of the language and country. Topics are: evolving society; political and artistic culture; immigration and multiculturalism and historical events. The books (or book and film) you study may link to the topics, giving you further insight into the culture of the target language country. You will also learn new grammar and vocabulary and you will be able to translate into and out of the language. You will develop your critical thinking, creativity, independence and skills of analysis. You will also develop skills to be able to learn other languages.

Curriculum Map

The course is taught by Ms Galbert and Ms Dehal or Ms Arulappu. You will have six lessons a week and a weekly 25 minute speaking session with our FLA Madame de Maximy. 
Year 12
	
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	
	Theme 1 – Family structures / work


	Film studies: Les Intouchables


	Book studies: No et Moi


	Theme 2 – Traditions


	Revision and exam preparation
	Introduction to independent research project

	
	Theme 2 – Music
	Theme 2 – Media
	Theme 1 – Education
	Theme 1 – World of work
	
	


Year 13
	
	HT1
	HT2
	HT3
	HT4
	HT5
	HT6

	
	Theme 3 – Immigration


	Theme 3 – Challenges of immigration


	Theme 3 – The far right


	Revision and review of research project


	Exam preparation and revision
	Exams

	
	Literary studies: No et moi
	Theme 4 – Occupied France
	Theme 4 – The Vichy Government
	Theme 4 – The resistance
	
	


Assessment information

How will I be assessed? 

You will take three exams which make up the total available. Paper 1 is 40% of the total marks; Paper 2 is 30% and Paper 3 is 30%. You will be given a certificate with a grade between E and A*, with A* being the highest. 
	Paper 1 Listening, reading and translation
	Paper 2 Written response to works and translation
	Paper 3 Speaking

	In the listening section of this paper, you will answer multiple-choice and comprehension questions in the target language on a variety of recordings. In the reading section, you will also answer multiple-choice and comprehension questions in the target language, based on a variety of written passages. You will also translate a passage from the target language into English.
	In this paper you will write about two books or one book and one film that you have studied throughout the year. There will also be a translation of a passage from English into the target language.
	Before this exam you will have 5 minutes to prepare a discussion based on a stimulus card you are given. You will then discuss the topic of the card with your examiner, who is usually your teacher. You will also give a presentation on an independent research project you will have conducted on a topic you have chosen.



Bridging the gap from GCSE to A Level
A level is a huge step up from GCSE. You are required to learn a range of new skills, grammar points and vocabulary in a relatively short space of time. In order to achieve this, you will need to develop strong independent study skills.

In particular, Edexcel requires you to develop confidence in:

· producing more extended and complex responses in both speaking and writing;

· dealing with the unexpected in speech;

· converting receptive knowledge into productive language;

· using language outside controlled situations;

· translating both into and out of German;

· using grammatical terminology and manipulating language accurately.

Edexcel provides the following advice for you, to help make this transition easier: 

· revise carefully all the vocabulary and grammar requirements for GCSE Higher Level.

· increase vocabulary, adding abstract words and phrases to the more concrete vocabulary already learned for GCSE.

· practise applying previously learned structures and vocabulary to new situations.

· avoid anglicisms by exploring in greater depth the idiom of the target language.

· become immersed in the target language and its culture by subscribing to newspapers and magazines; watching television programmes, films and DVDs; listening to radio broadcasts; and exploring the Internet for appropriate materials in the target language.

· use the language assistant for intensive practice.

· learn to argue a case – if necessary, and at an early stage, developing ideas and arguments in general English conversation if this is alien. These skills can then be transferred into discussion in another language.

· learn to structure a piece of written work appropriately, whether a letter, an e-mail, an argument, a report or a piece of research.

· explore and develop further an understanding of the culture, society and heritage of one or more countries in which the language is used.

· understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures as listed in the A level specification.

· •ensure that any self-study time is closely directed at first, keeping a log of independent reading and listening.

As you can see from the underlined points, you are required to supplement what you learn at school with independent study.  
Independent Study

Independent study plays a crucial role in supporting you to achieve a good A Level grade. It is impossible to learn a language only in the timetabled lessons that you have.  Independent study is also a vital skill if you are intending to move on to higher education.

Each week you will complete a range of tasks which have not been specifically set by your teachers to help increase your vocabulary and improve your grammar. You will be given an independent study file/log where you record what you have completed each week and collect your notes and vocab lists with the relevant title or topic and the date. 

Independent study tasks include:

· Listening and vocab list

· Reading and vocab list

· Grammar revision (In your dynamic learning booklet)

· Practice translation (In your dynamic learning booklet)

· Topic with FLA

· Vocab learning / Quizlet

· Extra / other (you may see an exhibition, watch a film, try a German recipe...)

We will give you an Independent Study Log for you to fill out, which will detail all the activities you have carried out at home to help increase your vocabulary and improve your grammar.  We will be checking this regularly so make sure you keep it up to date.

For the list of independent study resources, please visit your language section on firefly.

Sixth Form Study Skills 

LISTENING

· Gist listening - go for themes rather than precise information on first listening.

· Write down key words around which to base information.

Improving listening skills

· Listen to the radio regularly – 5 minutes a day, more at the weekend.

· Put the radio on in the background when getting dressed in the morning or before bed at night.

· Listen for facts only – especially news bulletins.

· Listen for 10 minutes and write down 20 words that you don’t understand and that impede your comprehension, then look them up in the dictionary.

Watching a foreign film

· Try and watch one without subtitles if possible.

· Go for gist comprehension, don’t expect to understand every word spoken.

· Use the pictures to help understanding.

SPEAKING

Improving accent and pronunciation

· Record yourself and then play it back.  Try to pick out for yourself words that are wrongly pronounced.  Record it again and try to improve.

· Choose 5 specific sounds e.g.  –tion, in- and try to find 10 words for each.  Practise pronouncing those words.

· Make full use of the Foreign Language Assistant, she is a valuable resource for improving your pronunciation.

· Listen to the radio and TV and pay attention to the intonation and accents.

· If possible go to the Country – the more target language you can speak, the better.

Assertiveness

· Practise – the more you speak the more confident you become.

· Be ready to speak in class – get used to speaking in front of others.  Use the class time to your advantage – make your mistakes then, rather than later in the exam.

READING

Reading for gist

· Underline the key words from text.

· Summarise content in your mind using these words.

Reading for meaning

· Read text again.
· Identify important unknown words e.g. : underline in another colour.

· Use dictionary – monolingual if possible.

Dictionary skills

· Check abbreviations.

· Select correct meaning according to context.

· Refer to examples given in the dictionary.

Test your memory

· Read text for one to three minutes.

· Hide text.

· Write or say as many words as possible from the text in one minute.

WRITING

Reading a title

· Highlight important words in title – what exactly are you being asked to do?

· Watch out for the little words – especially ‘and’ vs. ‘or’.

Planning essays

· Try using mind maps to think through your ideas, if not write lists – put down the major points, relevant ideas – in no particular order.

· Organise your thoughts – refer back to the title to put them in a relevant order using the PEAR proforma

· Decide on possible quotations or facts – asterisk the points they go with.

· Always make sure that what you have planned is relevant to the title.  Ask yourself, “Am I really answering the question with this point?”

Language

· Use subjunctives, passives and subordinate clauses in every essay.

· Use link words to link ideas and paragraphs.

· Use essay expressions from sheets given to you by your teachers

Handwriting

· Make it legible – write clearly and neatly.  A bored examiner will not mark a messy essay, and neither will we!

Word limit

· Stick to the word limit – any more than that will not be marked and you will be penalised for not having a conclusion!
Responding to feedback

· Rewrite marked essays – analyse mistakes – pay particular attention to recurring errors.

· Following on from mistakes, look at reading texts and underline examples of good practice.

· Learn words and expressions rather than pre-planned essays.  Never reproduce ready written essays regardless of the title!
Top tips to help you learn vocabulary

General tips:

1. Make two lists – one in English and one in other language on each side of vocabulary book. You have to tick each word 3 times at least to ensure you have learnt it.

2. Use Post-It notes and mini-flashcards, target language on one side and English on other.

3. Record your own voice.

4. Make PowerPoint presentation with pictures.

5. Draw pictures next to difficult words.

6. Divide a piece of lined paper into at least 4 columns. Write all the target language in the left column. Write in the English. Fold over the target language so you cannot see it.

7. Then, using the English you have just written, write in the target language equivalent.

8. Keep folding and writing until you get all the words right into and out of the target language. 

9. Link words to images that will stand out in your mind. Images could be humorous, ridiculous, moving, coloured or exaggerated. 

10. Make up a story of all the objects in a list.

11. Learn lists from the bottom to the top.

How to single out the words that are more difficult to learn:

1. Read them out loud as you go down the list. 

2. Cover up the English and check understanding by saying it out loud. 

3. Cover up target language and see if you can say and write them down in English. 

4. Any persistent problems - write out again separately and learn just those. 

5. Then jumble up the list and write them down in a different order. 

6. Finally, get your family or a friend to test you.

How to learn vocabulary – the extremely thorough approach:

1. First sheet is vocabulary list;

2. second sheet they have to write in the English without looking at the first sheet;

3. then read, copy, cover and write;

4. Finally complete the sheet with only the target language. 
What next? Higher education and career options

Study options

For students who wish to continue their language study, there is a variety of courses available in higher education. 

Specialised and combined degrees

Single honours courses involve the study of one subject with a subsidiary subject studied in the first two years. Joint honours courses involve the study of two subjects which have equal weighting throughout the course. It is possible to study two languages or two different subjects. You can study almost any subject at University (Politics, Business, Media Studies etc) with a foreign language. Some universities even offer triple language degrees, with each language counting for a third of the final award. Some universities and colleges offer combined honours courses involving the study of several subjects with some specialisation later in the programme.
Language modules


Many students choose to study a foreign language on a modular basis at university, by studying semi-independently in the university language centre. Some choose to study a new language from scratch while others develop their existing knowledge of a language they had from home, or one that they started at school or college and dropped in favour of other subjects. This learning can be part of a compulsory course programme or may simply be the student’s own choice. A wide range of languages is on offer at a variety of attainment levels. Students following this route would not normally expect to become as proficient as those undertaking specialist language study as a part of their degree.

Time abroad


It is also possible to learn a language through a period of residence abroad while at university. This is a popular option for specialist linguists and is also possible in many non-language degree programmes. Increasing numbers of students take the opportunity to gain work experience during this time. There will usually be an opportunity to study the language before placement abroad, either through tailored modules such as ‘German for Engineers’ or through a more generic language course. 

Languages in Industry

Getting to use your languages at work doesn’t often mean being a teacher, translator or interpreter. It usually means working in one of the industry sectors we have highlighted in this section. Languages are used in lots of very different ways; different degrees of fluency are needed, different languages according to the market. Plus they are no substitute for the requirement to have specific qualifications or training; for example to be qualified as an accountant, or to have several years’ marketing experience. However, it may be virtually impossible to perform well without an effective working knowledge of the language(s) pertinent to the organisation or job.

Specialist language occupations

Translation, interpreting, teaching and language training all required a high degree of specialism and fluency in one or more foreign languages. These occupations represent the minority of openings available using languages, and with the exception of teaching, are highly competitive fields. In addition, each occupation presents its own challenges in terms of the experience and aptitude required to succeed.

Placements abroad 

Immersion in the culture and language by visiting the country itself is considered the best way to acquire or improve language skills. Whether at school, college, university or during adult or working life, there are many organisations and websites which enable access to this experience in the working and study context. 

Support organisations and websites

AIESEC
AIESEC’s challenging work abroad programme offers an excellent opportunity for graduates to encounter new people and cultures whilst working. 

Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL)
This is a very popular way of spending time in a country and earning at the same time. By making good use of leisure time and perhaps time with colleagues native to the country, you will be able to develop your knowledge of the target language. You will normally need a TEFL qualification to work at a language school.
For more information, try these sites:
www.tefl.com           

Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO)
VSO is an independent charity that works through volunteers. For those interested in sharing their skills and experience with people in the world’s poorest countries, there are challenging roles available through this programme.
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