
A Level Geography 
Course Guide 


	UNIT
	Exam Length
	EXAM DETAILS (Examination board = Edexcel)

	Paper 1

30% of the Course
	2 Hours 15min 
	You must answer a series of short and extended answer question on:
· Tectonics 
· Coasts 
· Water 
· Carbon

	Paper 2
 
30% of the Course 
	2 hours 15 mins 
	You must answer a series of short and longer answer questions on:
· Globalisation 
· Regeneration 
· Health and Human Rights 
· Superpowers 

	Paper 3 

20% of the course 
	2 hours 15min 
	 This paper is synoptic, just like paper 3 at GCSE. You are provided with a resource booklet and a question paper. The paper ties together all the knowledge you have learnt across the exam into three themes: 
· Players
· Actions 
· Futures and uncertainties. 

	NEA
 
20% of the course 
	Non examined 
	In this investigation, you chose the title of your NEA and create an investigation. You will collect and present this data. This year we are undertaking a residential to Dorset where students will be investigating coasts and regeneration. 


Get to know the Exam Board’s website from Day 1:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html 

Teaching staff: Miss Sutherland, Miss Hudson and Mr Maisey 


Geography Learning Journey at LPGS 
Yr. 1:

	
	Teacher 1 Miss Sutherland 
	Teacher 2 Miss Hudson 

	Autumn Term
	Globalisation 
	Tectonics 

	Spring Term
	Regeneration 
	Coasts

	Summer Term 
	NEA
	Water 



Yr. 2:
	
	Teacher 1 
	Teacher 2 

	Autumn Term
	Carbon 
	Health and Human Rights 

	Spring Term
	Superpowers
	Revision 

	Summer Term 
	Revision 
	Revision 



Key expectations:
· Keep your work organised. We expect all students to have Folders and to organise their notes appropriately. 
· Students will complete assessed work in a class books that will be kept in their folders. 
· Complete all classwork and homework to the best of your ability
· Begin revision work independently under guidance of your teachers from day one of the course (retrieval practice is crucial for your exam success!)





[image: Image]Firefly: All of your lessons will be uploaded to Firefly. This should be your first port of call as it will be the resources we will have used in the lessons including the relevant examples and case studies. 




Suggested textbooks: 

 The textbooks we use in class are the following (we do not expect you to purchase these – we will provide copies in class when they are needed) 

· Geography for Edexcel A Level Year 1 and AS Student Book
· Geography for Edexcel A Level Year 2 Student Book
· Pearson Edexcel A Level Geography Book 1 Fourth Edition Paperback 
· Pearson Edexcel A Level Geography Book 2 Fourth Edition Paperback
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Recommended Revision guides: 
· Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography Student Guide 1: Physical Geography
· Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography Student Guide 2: Human Geography Paperback
· Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography Workbook 2: Human Geography
· Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography Workbook 1: Physical Geography

Additional Revision Guides.: 
· Pearson REVISE Edexcel AS/A Level Geography Revision Guide & Workbook: for home learning, 2022 and 2023 assessments and exams
· Geography for Edexcel A Level Year 1 and AS Level Revision Guide
· Edexcel A Level Geography Exam Practice (Digby)
















Tips for success on this course:
1) Read beyond the class notes and textbook. There are a variety of Geography textbooks and magazines in the library and classrooms. Reading about the same topic/ content in a different book is a great way to consolidate your learning and helps you to better understand concepts we study.
2) Make sure you know the specification – We provide you with Personal Learning Checklists for every topic, tick off/ highlight each section covered, be familiar with the wording (as this is the basis of exam questions).
3) Exam practice – use practice papers from the Edexcel website. 
4) Start revision early: The most successful students are those that start their revision early. The best way is to revise as you go. Regular retrieval practice is crucial to success. 
5) Do not plagiarise (i.e. copying other people’s work and passing it off as your own, or simply copy from your textbook when completing assignments). Firstly, this is cheating (if you do this at University you will be expelled), secondly it stops you learning (it may get you a good homework grade but when in the exam you will suddenly find yourself without a clue) and thirdly you will get caught (your teachers are savvy and can usually spot plagiarised work instantly).  
6) Read questions analytically – the wording of exam questions is not insignificant! Work out exactly what you are being asked to do and circle key words. This will help you to answer the question – refer back to it throughout the essay and at the end when you conclude.
7) Make your answers Geographical – try to use as many examples as possible – Geograohy is all aboi=ut the world and how it works, therefore we need to talk about it!!
8) Quality not quantity – it is not about how much, it is about what you write! Tailoring what you write to the question being asked is crucial to success in the tight time constraints of the exam! 
9) Good time management – Spend a proportionate amount of time on each question, depending on how many marks it is worth.
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PREPARING YOU FOR THE FUTURE ...




Each year, many students go on to study Geography or Geography related courses at university. These could include Architecture, International Development, Quantity Surveying, Town Planning, Disaster Risk management ect…

Staff in the department have lots of experience with helping students make excellent applications for some of the best psychology courses in the country!

The guardian website ranks Geography courses and may be a useful place to start. In 2021, these were the rankings:
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Depending on what is important to you, you can filter the course accordingly. 






COMMITMENT TO LEARNING



· Attend all lessons. Should you miss any lessons it is your responsibility to catch up on both the missed lesson work and homework set before your next lesson. Ensure you contact someone in your class to ask them to collect sheets for you and make sure you copy up before the next lesson. You also need to make sure you are prepared to hand in any work that is expected next lesson or sit any tests that will be sat (not being in the previous lesson is not an excuse!). 

· Lessons will be uploaded onto firefly but this may not be done straight away. 

· You are expected to be on time for lessons, if you are late it is courteous to apologise to your teacher and you may be kept behind after the lesson to catch up on the work missed.

· Once your assessment tasks have been marked and handed back – (Teachers have two weeks to do this) you will be expected to respond to the teacher’s feedback – completing corrections and demonstrating where you have acted upon advice.

· Make sure that you arrive at lessons ready to learn, be prepared by always bring your exercise books and appropriate stationary/ equipment. It is your responsibility to keep your exercise book well organised. 


· In class, you will both enhance your skills and enjoy the course more if you participate fully in group activities (listening and contributing), complete the individual tasks, challenge yourself to undertake extension activities and contribute to discussion.

· Outside of class you should consolidate your learning e.g. test your recall of key information (retrieval practice is crucial to success), look up key terms/ studies/ theories on the internet. You should also aim to do some wider reading to deepen your subject knowledge and enhance your literacy skills. 

If you fail to make the expected progress on this course or fail to demonstrate the behaviours for learning we expect, you will be placed on Geogragy subject report for two weeks. It is expected that after two weeks, you will know and be well practiced in what is expected.  












EXAM TERMS





[image: Table

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
AO1 - Knowledge and Understanding of places environments, concepts, processes, interactions and change at a variety of scales

AO2 – Apply knowledge and understanding in n different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues.

AO3 – Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills to 
 investigate geographical questions and issues 
 interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence 
 construct arguments and draw conclusions
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EXPLORE MORE!

The very best geographers ‘explore more’ and go beyond the textbooks and material

in class to ensure that they are keeping up to date with current affairs and the world

around them. This means you should be engaging in regular wider reading, watching
and listening as part of your A Level course.

This guide is a really useful starting point to help you ‘explore more’ geography. If you
find anything else useful, share with your teacher and your class to help others
explore more too!

Since geography is such an exciting and every changing subject, some parts of a
textbook is out of date as soon as they are printed so it’s up to you to stay up to date!

READING {ﬁ WATCHING Ii‘l LISTENING

FULL EPISODE

POVERTY

CHOICE
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READING .ﬁ.

There are lots of excellent books to help you explore more!
Sometimes even just reading specific chapters will enrich your under
understanding of an issue or a case study. Even fiction books can give
you a better understanding of places, perspectives and issues.

TOPIC

BOOKS TO READ

Globalisation

&
&
&

The Almighty Dollar - Dharshini David
Globalization: A Very Short introduction - Manfred B. Steger
Invisible Hands: Voices from the Global Economy - McSweeney's.

Regenerating Places

&

Poverty Safari: Understanding the Anger of Britain's Underclass — Darren
McGarvey

How to Kill a City: Gentrification, Inequality, and the Fight for the
Neighborhood - Peter Moskowitz

Superpowers

)
&
&
S

&

New Silk Roads - Peter Frankopan

Hegemony or Survival ~ Noam Chomsky

The Looting Machine — Tom Burgis

The Human Tide: How Population Shaped the Modern World - Paul
Morland

Hegemony or Survival - Noam Chomsky

Health, Human
Rights and
Intervention

&

&

Invisible Women: Exposing Data Bias in a World Designed for Men -
Caroline Criado-Perez

Dead Aid? Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for
Aftica - Dambisa Moyo

Coastal landscapes
and change

&
&
&

Coast: The Journey Continues - Christopher Somerville

The Beach Book: Science of the Shore - Carl Hobbs

Coastal Flooding impacts and adaptation measures for Bangladesh -Saqui
Ahmad Khan and Ali Hossain

Tectonic hazards

E)

Disaster by Choice - Ilan Kelman

The Big Truck That Went By: How the World Came to Save Haiti and Left
Behind a Disaster - Jonathan M. Katz

Volcano - James Hamilton

The carbon cycle
and energy security

&

LS

A Bigger Picture: My Fight to Bring a New African Voice to the Climate Crisis
~Vanessa Nakate

Adventures in the Anthropocene: A Journey to the Heart of the Planet We
Made - Gaia Vince

The water cycle and
water insecurity

&
&

When the River Runs Dry — Fred Pearce
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind - William Kamkwamba
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It’s not just books that you can read to explore more! There are lots of
excellent article to read too. Stay up to date with the news using the

websites listed on the first page, and others, to go beyond this list!

TOPIC ARTICLES TO READ
& Will Covid-19 have a lasting impact on globalisation? - Harvard Business Review
H : & The Container That Changed the World — New York Times
Globalisation e

‘This Is Not Your Goldmine. This Is Our Mess — Fast fashion and the circular
economy

Regenerating Places

Y

Fall in Redruth food bank donations 'frightening’ — BBC

The Syncopated Geography of Hip-Hop ~ ESRI Story Map

Battersea ‘doesn't feel like home anymore’ say residents calling for more social
housing — London News

Surf, scones... but no homes: the battle for the soul of Cornwall — The Guardian

HS2: Joy and frustration as £3bn rail link is scrapped ~ BBC

Superpowers

Y

How India will consume in 2030: 10 mega trends ~ WEF
What is China's Belt and Road Initiative? ~ The Guardian

The Ukraine war shows the limits of US power - Vox

Health, Human
Rights and
Intervention

What is the ECHR and how did it intervene in UK's Rwanda flight plans? ~
Guardian Newspaper

Human Rights Watch ~ Not a single article, but loads here on the website to
explore!

Coastal landscapes
and change

o

Sea level rise in England ‘will put 200,000 homes at risk by 2050’ ~ The Guardian
Tales from the edge: The Norfolk village disappearing into the sea ~ The
Independent

The country disappearing under rising tides ~ BBC

images reveal how coastal erosion could dramatically change Greece landscape —
‘The Independent

Coastal erosion threatens Senegal’s rock climbing clique - The Independent

Tectonic hazards

T Y

o

Forget dogs: These rats could be the future of search and rescue — Science
Haiti: a long descent to hell ~ The Guardian

Japan's earthquake preparation has spared it from a far worse fate —~ The
Guardian

Scientists provide explanation for exceptional Tonga tsunami - Science Daily
Guatemala's Fuego volcano: How the tragedy unfolded - BBC

The carbon cycle
and energy security

Y

Carbon Colonialism — Decolonising Geography

Antarctica and Climate Change — Arc GIS Story Map
Twenty-first century energy wars: how oil and gas are fuelling global conflicts —
Energy Post

The water cycle and
water insecurity

“Consequences will be dire': Chile's water crisis is reaching breaking point - The
Guardian

Dozens dead, millions stranded as floods ravage Bangladesh and India — The
Guardian

California’s drought has caused entire towns to sink nearly a foot in just one year —
San Francisco Chronicle
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Podecasts are such an easy way to explore more! You can even listen to
them on your way to school and learn on the go... Some of these re
whole series, others are single episodes.

THINGS TO LISTEN TO

Globalisation

50 Things That Made the Modern Economy - Shipping Containers
What makes Delhi's air so deadly? ~ Vox — YouTube

Regenerating Places

Thinking Allowed - Skill - Laurie Taylor explores the social construction of the
notion of skilled work.

The Reason Why Podcast Series ~ Seamas Carey takes a deep dive look at the
social issues, housing crisis, hidden history and culture wars of contemporary
Cornwall.

What is rural gentrification? Professor Martin Philips - RGS Ask The Geographer
Podcast

Superpowers

A conversation with Tim Marshall (author of Prisoners of Geography)

Pod Saved the World Series ~ Crooked Media

The Inquiry Series - BBC World Service - The Inquiry gets beyond the headlines to
explore the trends, forces and ideas shaping the world.

Doomsday Watch Series ~ Arthur Snell - Doomsday Watch explores the geopolitical
threats of tomorrow

Health, Human
Rights and
Intervention

Declarations - the podcast brings in academics, activists, and practitioners for
discussions about their areas of expertise as they relate to human rights.
Rightscast - Bringing together diverse voices from all over the world, a human
rights lens is used to better understand current events, to discuss key issues, and
to explore how to achieve social change.

Coastal landscapes
and change

Dr Anjana Khatwa and the UNESCO World Heritage Jurassic Coast - RGS Ask The
Geographer Podcast

Losing Louisiana ~ BBC Documentary Podcast

What Causes Coastal Erosion? - Naked Scientists Podcast

Tectonic hazards

The dark geocultural heritage of La Soufriére with Jazmin Scarlett ~ RGS Ask The
Geographer Podcast

Disasterology with Samantha Montano - What is a disaster vs. a catastrophe? Who
makes it their life's work to go help?

Volcanology with Jess Phoenix - Learn how hot magma is, how volcanoes are
formed and what thrills Jess about volcanoes

The carbon cycle
and energy security

The Climate Question Series ~ BBC World Service - Stories on why we find it so
hard to save our own planet, and how we might change that.

Costing the Earth Series ~ BBC - Fresh ideas from the sharpest minds working
toward a cleaner, greener planet. Lots of carbon, but links to other units too.

Soil moisture and feedback cycles; southern Africa as a carbon sink ~ University of
Oxford Geography Department

The water cycle and
water insecurity

What's Up With Water? Series - Circle of Blue provides relevant, reliable, and
actionable on-the-ground information about the world's resource crises.
How desalination could solve the growing water crisis — The Unseen Podcast
Solving Water Scarcity: Bermuda — BBC Documentary Podcast
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WATCHING [

It’s important you engage in more reading, but watching can also
enrich your knowledge and understanding too! Documentaries, short
videos and even films can help to broaden your understanding of
geographical issues.

Air Pollution in Delhi - YouTube
Bombay Calling - Daily Motion

TOPIC THINGS TO WATCH
* WMichael Palin in North Korea ~ Channel 5
Globalisation 5 Mediterranean with Simon Reeve - Epd — Fortress Europe - BBC
5

Regenerating Places

The Street — Amazon Prime
The Estate We're In ~ YouTube
THIS IS BRIXTON - YouTube
THIS IS PECKHAM — YouTube
THIS IS CROYDON - YouTube

Superpowers

Why nations should pursue "soft" power | Shashi Tharoor - YouTube

Theories of Development — RGS website
Vox Border Series Playlist - YouTube
Ros Atkins on... Russia's food war — BBC

Health, Human
Rights and
Intervention

¥

Life in the Taliban's Afghanistan - Vice — YouTube

China’s Vanishing Muslims: Undercover In The Most Dystopian Place In The
World — Vice - YouTube

Indigenous Australia: What They Don't Teach You — Buzzfeed News —
YouTube

Health Inegualities - Social Determinants of Health Film - YouTube

Coastal landscapes
and change

¥k

"

Blue Planet II: Coasts —BBC

The battle against the sea - Coastal erosion in Portugal — DW Documentary
—YouTube
Climate Refugees - YouTube

Last Chance to Save the Planet: UK not prepared for coastal erosion - ITV -
YouTube

Tectonic hazards

‘The Impossible — Netflix — Film based on true events of the 2004 Boxing
Day tsunami.
Inside The Aftermath Of China's Disastrous Earthquake ~ YouTube

MegaQuake: Hour That Shook Japan — YouTube

Haiti: An Island Adrift - ARTE - YouTube

Expedition Volcano — BBC — Daily Motion

The carbon cycle
and energy security

Before the Flood — National Geographic ~ YouTube
Explained: The End of Oil - Vox ~ YouTube

Why the US and Iran are fighting over this tiny waterway — Vox - YouTube
Climate Change Vox Playlist - YouTube

The water cycle and
water insecurity

¥

-

More than a River - The Murray-Darling system and its people — YouTube

Explained: World's Water Crisis — Netflix — YouTube
Blue Gold: Water Wars — YouTube
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WATCHING [

Documentaries are great, but to stretch you a bit further and prepare
you for university, these excellent recorded lectures from a range of
universities are another fab way to explore more! Many of these links
also include further resources too.

TOPIC

THINGS TO WATCH

Globalisation

F ok

Air-Travel Mobilities — Professor Peter Adey — Royal Holloway University
Exploring Oceans - Goods, flows, people - Dr Rachael Squire - Royal Holloway
University

Gentrification and the Global City — Dr Oli Mould - Royal Holloway University
People on the Move - Professor Katie Wil - Royal Holloway University
Biocultural landscapes - Professor Jay Mistry - Royal Holloway University

Regenerating Places

Sk

Changing places — David Gilbert — Royal Holloway University
Contemporary Urban Environments — Dr Mike Dolton ~ Royal Holloway University
The world on a plate - Professor Philip Crang - Royal Holloway University

Superpowers

Arctic geopolitics — Professor Klaus Dodds ~ Royal Holloway University
Global systems and governance - Dr Bethan Davies and Prof. Klaus Dodds - Royal

Holloway University

Superpower Geopolitics - Dr Alasdair Pinkerton - Royal Holloway University

Health, Human
Rights and
Intervention

Global systems and Governance: Human Rights and Climate Change — Professor
Katherine Brickell - Royal Holloway University

Coastal landscapes |-,
and change

Managing the coastline in the context of natural processes and human activity - Dr

Peter French - Royal Holloway University

Tectonic hazards |+

Volcanic hazards - Professor Simon Blockley - Royal Holloway University

The carbon cycle |=
and energy security

Carbon Cycle ~ Wildfires - Dr Daniele Colombaroli ~ Royal Holloway University

Global atmospheric & ocean circulation systems ~ Dr Celia Martin-Puertas - Royal
Holloway University

The water cycle and
water insecurity |«

Catchment Hydrology: Water Cycle, Rivers and Floods in a Changing Environment -
Don Thompson - Royal Holloway University
Drvland Environments - lan Candy - Royal Holloway University

Understanding the links between carbon and climate - Dr lan Matthews - Royal
Holloway University
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Command Definition
Word
Suggest For an unfamiliar scenario, provide a reasoned explanation of how and

why something may occur. A suggested explanation requires a
justification/exemplification of a point that has been identified.

Draw/Plot and
Complete

Create a graphical representation of geographical information. Often
used in conjunction with ‘Complete’ as in ‘Complete the table by
plotting..".

Calculate

Produce a numerical answer, showing relevant working.

Analyse

Use geographical skills to investigate an issue by systematically
breaking it down into individual components and making logical,
evidence-based connections on the causes and effects or
interrelationships between the components.

Explain

Provide a reasoned explanation of how or why something occurs. An
explanation requires a justification/exemplification of a point. Some
questions will require the use of annotated diagrams to support
explanation.

Assess

Use evidence to determine the relative significance of something. Give
consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

Evaluate

Measure the value or success of something and ultimately provide a
substantiated judgement/conclusion. Review information and then bring
it together to form a conclusion, drawing on evidence such as

strengths, weaknesses, alternatives and relevant data.
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THE BASICS!

In Geography, like any A Level subject, there is lots to learn! It is essential that you complete the required
reading and class work to ensure you are able to succeed. We will give you copies of textbooks and
material in lessons and these are the minimum requirement. We use a range of textbooks for each unit
as they are all better in different ways.

2 - Y
Edexcel AS/A level Edexcel Alevel

graphy Geography

We will also supplement the textbooks in lessons with extra articles and resources — ensure your folder is
organised and you know how these resources link to what you are studying.

If you miss a lesson, or want to recap content, the following resources are useful for the basics:

TEAMS: All of your lessons and resources will be uploaded to Teams. This should be your first port of call
as it will be the resources we use in lessons and include the relevant examples and case studies.

PMT REVISION NOTES: Essential and detailed revision notes for each unit. Please be mindful that this is
really the bare minimum, but a good pointer of what you need to know. Some of the case studies and the
examples may be different to the ones we look at!

SENECA LEARNING: A useful quizzing website for revision. Again, these are the basics and case studies
may vary.

TIME FOR GEOGRAPHY: Really excellent videos made by geographers in partnership with UK universities.
1 would highly recommend these for revision and recapping content and we will use these in some
lessons! Particularly useful for COASTS, TECTONICS, and THE CARBON CYCLE,

® Microsoft Time b
Teams Geograg!





